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(1) Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 06-244268 (1994) 
"TRANSFER EQUIPMENT" 

The following is English translation of an extract from the above-identified 
5 document relevant to the present application. 

[0033] An example of a thermal treatment equipment using the transfer equipment of 
the present application is shown in Fig. 5. With the configuration of the thermal 
treatment equipment, a carrier C placed on a carrier stage 8 1 is transferred to a wafer 

10 delivery section 83 through, for example, a carrier receipt shelf 80 by a carrier 
transfer equipment 82 which can freely move the carrier C in the direction of X, 9 
and Z. Furthermore, the carrier C on the wafer delivery section 83 is transferred to 
a wafer boat 85 by, for example, a wafer transfer equipment 84 which is configured 
in the same manner as described in the aforementioned preferred embodiment. 

15 Then the wafer boat 85 is elevated thereby introducing the carrier C into a heat 
treating furnace 86. 
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